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• Application/Control Number: 10/822,531 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3764 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8, 12-18 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Plante. 

In regard to claims 1 , 4, 14, 15 and 24 Plante discloses a device comprising: a 
flexible bed fig. 10, having an outer portion, the outer portion (24) being folded over and 
connected to a similar portion, so as to define a channel about the periphery of the bed 
a filament (14) disposed in the channel the filament (14) disposed in the channel the 
filament configured to distribute a load, the filament extending the length of the channel 
and a plurality of notches. 

In regard claims 2, 3, 6-8 17 and 18. Plante teaches various forms of attaching 
the various components to each other, see col. 4 lines 1-8. 

In regard to claims 5 note that Plante discloses that his mat/apron is 
manufactured of a mono plastic resin. Polypropylene is a mono plastic resin. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Plante. 

Plante discloses a device wherein a mat portion of the device includes a folded 
over portion and is welded (sonically) and/or wherein adhesive are used. 

Given the above teaching and the practicality of melting the edge of the mat so 
as to decrease the likely hood of the mat unraveling. The examiner notes that it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to manufacture the mat/apron of 
Plante having a bonded edge, to thereby provide a mat edge, which will not unravel. 

The examiner notes that to bond the edge of a mono plastic material may be 
done by the obvious process of sonic or Heat welding. 

Claims 1, 9, 15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Plante in view of Moeller. 

Plante discloses the device of claim 9 substantially as claimed. 

Plante discloses a device comprising an outer periphery at or about element (24) 
said outer periphery being folded over and connected to an inner portion (26) to define a 
channel, 

a member disposed in the channel said member forming a loop and a plurality of 
notches formed in the bed. 

Plante however does not disclose his device wherein the filament is a metal 

cable. 
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Moeller however teaches a rope/cable as a filament. 

Given he above teaching the examiner notes that to provide a stranded material 
as a filament is obvious in view of Moeller and to manufacture the filament of metal is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as a means of providing a strong filament or 
rope. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schulze 
Jr. in view of Sidlinger. 

Schulze Jr. discloses the device of claim 10 substantially as claimed absent the 
teaching of the device having a V-ring configuration exposed at said notches. 

Pease teach a V-shaped configuration. 

Given the above teaching of Pease the examiner notes that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide V-shaped areas in the filament of 
Schulze Jr. for the purpose of positioning the spring member along the length of 
Schulze Jr. 

Claims 25, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ying in view of Shaw. 

Ying discloses the device of claims 25, 26 and 28 substantially as claimed absent 
the teaching of the device wherein the filament extends the length of a channel and 
connects at opposite ends to form a loop and connection means in the form of sonic 
welding. 
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Ying discloses a device having a flexible bed, folded over sections to define 
channels about its periphery, filaments (13) disposed in the channels, the space 
between the channel defining notches which expose said plurality of filaments and a 
plurality of springs. 

Given the above teaching of manufacturing the filler material/connection points of 
springs of a trampoline to the mat, in the form of a continuous ring. The examiner notes 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to manufacture the 
filaments of Ying (13) of a continuous ring. The continuous ring providing a stronger 
support configuration and is a known alternate form of a filament means in the art. 

The examiner further notes that sonic welding and folded over edges of a 
trampoline mat are old and obvious in the art of manufacturing trampoline mats. 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-28 are, drawn to apparatus, classified in class 482, subclass 27. 

II. Claims 29-32, drawn to method, classified in class 482, subclass 148. 
Inventions Group I and Group II are related as process of making and product 

made. The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) 
that the process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different 
product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially 
different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the process of making the 
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trampoline of claim 29 may be used to manufacture a trampoline other than the 
trampoline disclosed in the specification and claims of S/N 10/822,531 . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerome 
Donnelly at telephone number (571) 272-4975. 



Jerome Donnelly 

JEROME DONNELLY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




